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February 22, 2021

As our contribution to the celebration of International
Mother Language Day, we are pleased to announce the
release of the 24th edition of Ethnologue. Mother
Language Day, February 21, reminds the world of the
importance of the lesser-known languages of the world.
[ €Onoalog]

Explore The World's Languages

Find, read about, and research the world's 7,139 known
living languages.


https://www.ethnologue.com/ethnoblog/gary-simons/welcome-24th-edition

This edition lists a total of 7,117 living languages worldwide—a
net increase of 6 living languages since the 22nd edition

of Ethnologue was published one year ago.

23rd edition of Ethnologue on this day. )

February 21, reminds the world of the importance of the lesser-
known languages of the world.

f( Ethnolodue Login | Shopping Cart
Languages of the World

Languages Countries Guides About _

Explore The
World's Languages
Find, read about, and research

the world's 7,117 known living
languages.

LEARN MORE »

or see the language vitality of each region



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Mother_Language_Day

Hatt &R LELE&ZLHES?
20195, 22hRMY%iT: 7111 PMIES

Eihnolodue

Languages of the World

Shuern\h Edmon
L’O“

Announcing a New Edition of the
Ethnologue: Languages of the World

During 2008, work was completed onthe 16th edition of the Ethnologue,
widely regarded to be the most comprehensive reference volume of
its kind. For more than fifty years, thousands of language-related
researchers worldwide have relied on, and contributed to, this

dynamic compilation.

Linguistic research and survey data reported over the past
four years reveal 163 previously unregistered languages
and approximately 90 languages that are no longer spoken.

This new edition of the Ethnologue—available in spring
2009—catalogs 6,909 known living languages.

www.ethnologue.com




About

Over 20,000 updates have been made to since the 21st edition was
released one year ago. As a result, the descriptions of 5,164 languages contain at least one update.
These include both substantive changes to the data, as well as stylistic ones as we continually seek to
improve the presentation of the data. While we are always processing any feedback received from
users, every year we also give proactive attention to some part of the data. In this edition we have
put an emphasis on soliciting review of information on the languages of the Americas and the
Pacific.

Not only are languages constantly changing, so is what we know about them. Therefore the total
number of living languages in the world cannot be known precisely. That number changes as
knowledge of the world’s languages improves.

—a net increase of 14 living languages
since the 21st edition of Ethnologue was published one year ago. This is the result of changes in the
extinction status of some languages and of updating Ethnologue to keep it aligned with the ISO 639-
3 inventory of languages. This edition drops 28 languages that were listed as living in the previous
edition (19 being changed in status from living to extinct, 4 having been merged in the ISO standard
into another language, and 5 having been removed because they were duplicates or could not be
substantiated as ever having been a language). Conversely, 42 languages are newly listed as living (28
having been shifted in status from extinct to dormant and 14 having been added by the ISO standard
as not being previously identified).


https://www.ethnologue.com/world
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